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ABSTRACT 

In today's early childhood education, integrating multimodal strategies is crucial to meet 
diverse learning needs, utilize technology, nurture holistic development, and adapt to 
changing educational landscapes. This study focuses on integrating these strategies into 
English language teaching for Islamic PAUD students, emphasizing student well-being 
aligned with the Merdeka Curriculum. Collaborating with 22 Islamic early childhood 
education teachers in Salatiga, Central Java, this study employs a qualitative methodology 
involving interviews, observations, and documentation to comprehensively enhance 
understanding, engagement, and emotional well-being among students within the 
context of English language learning. The findings highlight significant improvements in 
student engagement, comprehension, and overall well-being due to the innovative 
integration of multimodal strategies in English language teaching. Teachers blend 
narrative techniques infused with Islamic values with multimodal methods such as 
gamification and multimedia. Integrating physical activities reinforces Islamic teachings 
on movement and health, while incorporating English prayers aids language acquisition 
and instills Islamic values. Reflecting on Islamic principles strengthens students' 
understanding of well-being, with educators embodying Islamic values in daily 
interactions. This holistic approach fosters meaningful learning experiences, deepening 
students' connection to Islamic values and enhancing their overall well-being in English 
learning. Suggestions for future research include investigating the long-term effects of 
multimodal approaches on student well-being and assessing specific strategies across 
diverse educational settings, as well as exploring parental involvement in reinforcing 
Islamic values within early childhood English language education. 

Keywords: English language teaching; Islamic early childhood education; multimodal 
approach; student well-being. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

In today's early childhood education, the incorporation of diverse teaching 
methods is essential to address varied learning styles, utilize technological 
advancements, and foster comprehensive development. This study focuses on 
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integrating such methods into English language instruction for young Islamic 
learners, with a keen emphasis on their well-being in line with the Merdeka 
Curriculum (Rahayu et al., 2022; Pratikno et al., 2022) Aligned with this aim is the 
integration of multimodal strategies, which engage multiple senses and learning 
styles. These approaches are particularly pertinent in Islamic early childhood 
education, where cultural and religious considerations play a significant role in 
shaping educational practices (Cucchi, 2022). By adhering to the Merdeka 
Curriculum, which emphasizes holistic development, this study aims to ensure that 
these strategies not only enhance language skills but also promote student well-
being.  

The integration of multimodal strategies in early childhood education is 
academically significant due to several reasons. Firstly, it addresses the diverse 
learning needs of students by catering to different learning styles, preferences, and 
abilities (Stephen, 2013). This inclusivity ensures that all learners, regardless of 
their background or abilities, have equal access to educational opportunities and can 
effectively engage with the curriculum. Secondly, the utilization of technology in 
education has become increasingly prevalent in contemporary society (Calicdan et 
al., 2021). Integrating multimodal strategies allows educators to harness the power 
of technology to enhance teaching and learning experiences (Stephen, 2013) 
(Rizaldi et al., 2020). This not only makes learning more interactive and engaging 
but also prepares students for the digital age, where technological literacy is 
essential. 

Furthermore, nurturing holistic development in early childhood is paramount 
for laying a strong foundation for lifelong learning and well-being. Multimodal 
strategies, which engage students cognitively, emotionally, socially, and physically, 
support the holistic development of young learners (Stephen, 2013). By 
incorporating various modalities such as visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and tactile 
elements, educators can create rich learning experiences that cater to the diverse 
needs of children. Lastly, the educational landscape is constantly evolving, 
influenced by changes in society, technology, and pedagogical approaches. In 
response to these changes, educators must adapt their teaching methods to remain 
relevant and effective. Multimodal strategies offer a flexible and dynamic approach 
to teaching and learning, allowing educators to adapt to the changing educational 
landscape while maintaining high standards of instruction. Given these academic 
reasons, the focus of this study on integrating multimodal strategies into English 
language teaching for Islamic PAUD students is significant (Rizaldi et al., 2020). It 
not only addresses the specific needs of this student population but also contributes 
to broader discussions on effective pedagogical practices in early childhood 
education. Moreover, by emphasizing student well-being aligned with the Merdeka 
Curriculum, the study aligns with current trends in educational research that 
prioritize holistic development and student-centered approaches (Maipita et al., 
2021) 

This study is grounded in several key theoretical frameworks that provide a 
foundation for understanding the integration of multimodal strategies in English 
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language teaching for Islamic early childhood education. One such framework is 
Gardner's Theory of Multiple Intelligences, which posits that individuals have 
diverse intellectual abilities that extend beyond traditional linguistic and logical-
mathematical intelligence. By incorporating multimodal strategies, educators can 
cater to various intelligences, such as visual-spatial, bodily-kinesthetic, and 
interpersonal intelligences, thus optimizing learning experiences for students with 
different strengths and preferences. 

Additionally, Vygotsky's Sociocultural Theory emphasizes the importance of 
social interaction and cultural context in learning. In the context of Islamic early 
childhood education(Kouicem & Nachoua, 2012), this theory underscores the 
significance of cultural and religious influences on educational practices and the 
importance of social interactions in scaffolding children's learning experiences. 
Integrating multimodal strategies within this sociocultural framework allows 
educators to create culturally responsive and engaging learning environments that 
honor students' backgrounds and foster meaningful interactions (Savić, 2020). 
Moreover, Bruner's Theory of Constructivism highlights the active role of learners 
in constructing their knowledge through hands-on experiences and meaningful 
interactions with their environment (Blake & Pope, 2008; Kholiq, 2020). Multimodal 
strategies align with this constructivist approach by providing students with 
opportunities to explore, create, and interact with various stimuli, thereby 
facilitating deeper understanding and retention of English language concepts. 

Prior research has provided valuable insights into the benefits of integrating 
multimodal strategies in early childhood education and English language teaching. 
For instance, studies have shown that incorporating visual aids, such as pictures, 
videos, and diagrams, enhances comprehension and retention of language concepts 
among young learners (Derakhshan & Faribi, 2015). Similarly, kinesthetic activities, 
such as role-playing, drama, and movement-based games, have been found to 
promote active engagement and language acquisition (Arung, 2016). Furthermore, 
research in the field of Islamic education has highlighted the importance of 
integrating cultural and religious elements into teaching practices to promote 
students' identity development and spiritual well-being. Studies have demonstrated 
that incorporating Islamic values and teachings into educational activities fosters a 
sense of belonging, identity affirmation, and moral development among Muslim 
students. 

Additionally, there is a growing body of literature on the Merdeka Curriculum, 
which emphasizes the holistic development of students by incorporating socio-
emotional learning, character education, and cultural appreciation. Previous studies 
have shown that implementing the Merdeka Curriculum leads to positive outcomes 
in terms of students' academic achievement, social-emotional skills, and overall 
well-being (Pratikno et al., 2022; Maipita et al., 2021). By building upon these 
theoretical frameworks and previous research, this study seeks to contribute to the 
existing body of knowledge by exploring the integration of multimodal strategies in 
English language teaching for Islamic early childhood education within the context 
of the Merdeka Curriculum. Through qualitative methods such as interviews, 
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observations, and documentation, the study aims to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of how these strategies can enhance student engagement, 
comprehension, and well-being in English language learning. 

METHODS 

This study employs a qualitative research design, engaging with 22 Islamic 

early childhood education teachers from Salatiga, Central Java. The qualitative 

approach is selected to facilitate a nuanced exploration of the teachers' experiences 

and perceptions regarding the integration of multimodal strategies in English 

language instruction. Participants are chosen based on their teaching background 

and willingness to contribute to the study. Data collection encompasses interviews, 

observations, and documentation, allowing for a comprehensive examination of the 

integration process. Interviews provide insights into teachers' methodologies, while 

observations offer firsthand observations of strategy implementation in classroom 

settings. Additionally, documentation, including teaching materials and lesson 

plans, supplements the analysis. Thematic analysis is utilized to analyze qualitative 

data, involving coding, identifying themes, and developing analytical categories. The 

study adheres to ethical research practices, ensuring participant confidentiality, 

obtaining informed consent, and maintaining data accuracy and fairness. By 

employing these methodologies, the research aims to provide a robust 

understanding of how multimodal strategies are incorporated into English language 

teaching within the context of Islamic early childhood education, offering valuable 

insights for both practitioners and researchers in the field. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The discussion and analysis of the study's findings provide valuable insights 

into how teachers incorporate various teaching methods to teach English to young 

Islamic students. Through interviews and observations, we learned that teachers 

use different ways to help students learn better, such as showing pictures, playing 

audio, doing activities, and using touchable materials. These methods are effective 

because they cater to different ways students learn. 

Additionally, technology plays a big role in teaching English. Teachers use 

computers, tablets, and videos to make learning more interesting. This not only 

helps students learn English but also teaches them how to use technology, which is 

important in today's world. Another important point is how teachers include Islamic 
values and teachings in English lessons. By doing this, students not only learn 

English but also learn about their religion and culture, which makes them feel more 

connected and proud of who they are. Furthermore, the relationship between 

teachers and students is crucial. Teachers who are friendly and caring create a 
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positive environment where students feel comfortable and motivated to learn. In 

conclusion, this study shows that using different teaching methods, incorporating 

technology, and integrating Islamic values into English lessons can make learning 

more effective and enjoyable for young Islamic students. It also emphasizes the 

importance of teachers' relationships with their students in creating a supportive 

learning environment. 
The results of the observation reveal a dynamic and engaging learning 

environment within the classrooms of Islamic early childhood education. Teachers 
employ a variety of multimodal strategies to enhance English language instruction, 
catering to the diverse learning styles and preferences of their students. Visual aids 
such as charts, diagrams, and flashcards are prominently utilized to reinforce 
vocabulary and language concepts, providing visual learners with tangible 
representations to aid comprehension. Furthermore, auditory elements play a 
significant role in language acquisition, with teachers incorporating audio 
recordings, songs, and rhymes to stimulate auditory learners and enhance language 
fluency. Through rhythmic chants and melodic tunes, students are not only exposed 
to English language patterns but also encouraged to participate actively in language 
production, thereby fostering oral proficiency. 

Additionally, kinesthetic activities and tactile materials are integrated into 
lessons to engage kinesthetic learners and provide hands-on learning experiences. 
Through role-playing, storytelling, and interactive games, students interact with 
language in meaningful contexts, promoting experiential learning and skill 
development. Moreover, technology is seamlessly integrated into the learning 
process, with teachers utilizing educational software, digital resources, and 
interactive multimedia presentations to enhance engagement and facilitate 
interactive learning experiences. Using educational apps, students engage in 
interactive language exercises, games, and simulations, providing opportunities for 
autonomous learning and skill practice. Overall, the observation results highlight 
the effectiveness of multimodal strategies in promoting active engagement, 
comprehension, and language proficiency among young Islamic students. By 
catering to diverse learning styles and leveraging technology, teachers create 
dynamic and inclusive learning environments that foster language acquisition and 
promote holistic development. 

The interviews with Islamic early childhood education teachers provided 

valuable insights into the integration of multimodal strategies in English language 

teaching and its impact on student well-being. The interview transcripts 

emphasized the significance of these strategies in enhancing student engagement, 

understanding, and language proficiency, while also promoting their overall well-

being. 

" We use various methods to engage our students, such as songs, stories, and 

interactive games. This multimodal approach accommodates different learning 

styles and makes learning English fun and interactive for our students." 
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"Absolutely. Our students are more actively involved in lessons, and their 

language proficiency has improved significantly. They are more confident in 

speaking English and demonstrate better understanding of vocabulary and 

grammar concepts." 

"By integrating elements of Islamic values and culture into our lessons, we 

create a supportive and caring learning environment that promotes student well-
being. We emphasize the importance of kindness, respect, and empathy, which help 

students feel valued and supported in their learning journey." 

Based on the interviews, it is evident that the integration of multimodal 

strategies in English teaching has positively impacted student engagement, 

understanding, and language proficiency. Additionally, by incorporating Islamic 

values and creating a supportive learning environment, these strategies also 

contribute to overall student well-being. 

The discussion and analysis of the study's findings shed light on the diverse 

methods teachers employ to effectively teach English to young Islamic students. 

Through a combination of interviews and observations, it became evident that 

teachers utilize various strategies, including visual aids, auditory elements, 
kinesthetic activities, and technology integration, to cater to the diverse learning 

styles and preferences of their students. These methods are instrumental in 

enhancing student engagement, comprehension, and language proficiency. 

Visual aids such as charts, diagrams, and flashcards serve as tangible 

representations to reinforce vocabulary and language concepts, catering to the 

needs of visual learners. Similarly, auditory elements like audio recordings, songs, 

and rhymes stimulate auditory learners, fostering language fluency and oral 

proficiency. Through rhythmic chants and melodic tunes, students actively 

participate in language production, contributing to their overall language skills 

development. Kinesthetic activities and tactile materials are incorporated into 

lessons to engage kinesthetic learners and provide hands-on learning experiences. 

Role-playing, storytelling, and interactive games immerse students in meaningful 

language contexts, facilitating experiential learning and skill development. 

Additionally, the seamless integration of technology, including educational 

software, digital resources, and multimedia presentations, enhances engagement 

and facilitates interactive learning experiences. Educational apps offer 

opportunities for autonomous learning and skill practice, preparing students for the 

digital age. 

Furthermore, the integration of Islamic values and teachings into English 

lessons not only enriches language learning but also fosters a sense of identity, 

pride, and connection among students to their religion and culture. Teachers create 

a supportive and caring learning environment by emphasizing values such as 

kindness, respect, and empathy, which contribute to students' overall well-being. 
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The positive relationships between teachers and students further enhance the 

learning experience, creating a conducive environment where students feel 

comfortable and motivated to learn. 

 

Practical Implications 

The practical implications of the study's findings are significant for educators, 

curriculum developers, and policymakers involved in early childhood education, 

particularly in Islamic contexts. Firstly, the integration of multimodal strategies in 

English language teaching offers practical insights for teachers looking to enhance 

student engagement, understanding, and language proficiency. Educators can adopt 

a variety of teaching methods, including visual aids, auditory elements, kinesthetic 

activities, and technology integration, to cater to the diverse learning styles and 

preferences of their students. 

Furthermore, the incorporation of Islamic values and teachings into English 

lessons has practical implications for promoting cultural and religious identity 

among young learners. By embedding language instruction within the cultural and 

religious framework of the students, teachers can create a supportive and inclusive 

learning environment that fosters students' sense of belonging and pride in their 

heritage. This approach not only enhances language learning but also promotes 

social cohesion and cultural appreciation among students. 

Moreover, the emphasis on positive teacher-student relationships underscores 

the importance of fostering supportive and caring learning environments in early 

childhood education. Teachers can prioritize building strong relationships with their 

students based on kindness, respect, and empathy, which, in turn, can positively 

impact students' motivation, engagement, and overall well-being. Practical 

strategies such as active listening, providing constructive feedback, and creating 

opportunities for collaboration can help strengthen teacher-student relationships 

and contribute to a positive classroom climate. 

Additionally, the integration of technology in language instruction offers 

practical benefits for educators seeking to leverage digital tools to enhance learning 

experiences. Teachers can utilize computers, tablets, educational software, and 

multimedia presentations to create dynamic and interactive learning environments 

that stimulate student interest and participation. By incorporating technology into 

English lessons, educators can prepare students for the digital age while also 

enhancing their language skills and technological literacy. 

Overall, the practical implications of the study's findings emphasize the 

importance of adopting a holistic approach to English language teaching in Islamic 

early childhood education. By integrating multimodal strategies, Islamic values, 
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positive teacher-student relationships, and technology, educators can create 

inclusive, engaging, and culturally responsive learning environments that promote 

language acquisition, holistic development, and student well-being. These practical 

insights can inform curriculum development, teacher training programs, and policy 

initiatives aimed at enhancing the quality of early childhood education in Islamic 

contexts. 

 

Need for Further Research 

Further research is needed to explore the long-term effects of multimodal 

teaching strategies on student language proficiency and well-being. Additionally, 

comparative studies across diverse cultural contexts, investigation into the role of 

parental involvement, and exploration of teacher training needs are essential. 

Innovative approaches leveraging technology in English language teaching for 

Islamic early childhood education also warrant investigation. Addressing these 

areas can enhance our understanding and improve educational outcomes for young 

learners  

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, this study underscores the effectiveness of employing diverse 

teaching methods, integrating technology, and incorporating Islamic values into 

English language instruction for young Islamic students. These approaches not only 

enhance language learning outcomes but also promote holistic development and 

overall well-being among students. The study emphasizes the pivotal role of 

teachers in creating dynamic and inclusive learning environments that foster 

language acquisition and support the diverse needs of students in Islamic early 

childhood education. 
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