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Abstrak

Pembelajaran berbasis proyek telah muncul sebagai pendekatan inovatif dalam bidang pendidikan,
dengan tujuan utama untuk membina keterampilan praktis di kalangan siswa. Penelitian ini
bertujuan untuk menyelidiki metode pembelajaran berbasis proyek, menganalisis dampaknya pada
pengembangan keterampilan praktis, dan mengidentifikasi faktor-faktor yang memengaruhi
keberhasilan implementasinya. Metodologi penelitian yang digunakan dalam studi ini adalah
tinjauan literatur, yang mencakup analisis literatur yang relevan tentang pembelajaran berbasis
proyek, pendidikan praktis, dan pengembangan keterampilan. Sumber informasi diperoleh dari
berbagai publikasi ilmiah. Hasil analisis data menunjukkan bahwa pembelajaran berbasis proyek
secara signifikan meningkatkan pengembangan keterampilan praktis pada siswa. Pendekatan ini
memberikan kesempatan berharga bagi siswa untuk berpartisipasi secara aktif dalam proyek
nyata yang berkaitan langsung dengan dunia nyata. Keterlibatan ini membekali mereka dengan
keterampilan praktis yang memiliki aplikabilitas langsung dalam kehidupan sehari-hari dan karier
profesional di masa depan. Temuan penelitian ini memberikan wawasan berharga tentang
efektivitas pembelajaran berbasis proyek sebagai pendekatan pedagogis inovatif untuk membina
pengembangan keterampilan praktis di kalangan siswa Madrasah Ibtidaiyah.

Kata kunci: Pembelajaran berbasis proyek, Pengembangan Keterampilan Praktis, Pendidikan
Inovatif, Peningkatan Keterampilan

Abstract

Project-based learning has emerged as an innovative approach in the field of education, with the
primary objective of nurturing practical skills among students. This research aims to investigate
the project-based learning method, analyze its impact on the development of practical skills, and
identify the factors influencing its successful implementation. The research methodology
employed for this study is a literature review, encompassing an analysis of relevant literature on
project-based learning, practical education, and skill development. Information sources were
drawn from various scholarly publications. The data analysis results indicate that project-based
learning significantly enhances the development of practical skills in students. This approach
provides students valuable opportunities to actively participate in hands-on projects that
directly relate to the real world. This engagement equips them with practical skills that have
immediate applicability in their daily lives and future professional endeavors. The findings of this
research provide valuable insights into the effectiveness of project-based learning as an
innovative pedagogical approach for fostering practical skill development among Madrasah
Ibtidaiyah students.
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INTRODUCTION
Education serves as the primary foundation for shaping the future of individuals

and societies. In the midst of rapid changes and global interconnectivity, education

must be capable of meeting the demands of the modern era. One innovative approach
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that holds urgency in this context is Project-Based Learning (PBL) (Norhikmah et al,,
2022).

Project-Based Learning, as described by Taufigirrahman et al, is an active
learning approach that emphasizes assigning complex tasks or projects to students. In
PBL, students are encouraged to work independently or in small groups to complete
projects or tasks that reflect real-world situations. This approach focuses on the
application of knowledge and skills in real-life contexts, providing students with deep
and meaningful learning experiences (Taufiqurrahman & Junaidi, 2021).

Numerous previous studies have highlighted the success of Project-Based
Learning methods in developing students' practical skills. The results of these studies
indicate that this approach is effective in enhancing students' understanding of the
real world and developing skills with direct applicability. Research conducted by
Karmila et al., utilizing Project-Based Learning with the Classroom Action Research
(CAR) method, successfully enhanced students' psychomotor skills in Figih subjects at
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah. The outcomes demonstrated a significant improvement of 30%
in the first cycle, and a remarkable increase of 90% in the second cycle (Rianda &
Sayekti, 2023)

Another study, conducted by Syafa’atul Khusna et al., investigated the "merdeka
belajar" curriculum within the context of education in Indonesia, specifically focusing
on Madrasah Ibtidaiyah. The research indicated that the "merdeka belajar" curriculum
emerged as a response to comprehensive changes in education, particularly in
addressing the demands of competitive and adaptive human resources in the 21st
century. This curriculum aims to shape and enhance the 4C skills (critical thinking,
communication, collaboration, and creativity) within Madrasah Ibtidaiyah students.
Thus, this research emphasizes the importance of developing practical skills that align
with the 21st-century context in Madrasah Ibtidaiyah education (Khusna et al., 2023).
Based on the relevant research mentioned, it provides crucial insights into the
development of students' practical skills through innovative learning approaches.

Practical skills, on the other hand, refer to an individual's ability to adapt to
tasks or situations requiring the application of their abilities. Generally, skills can be
categorized into three aspects: psychomotor skills, affective skills, and cognitive skills
(Anwar et al,, 2021). Furthermore, in a more detailed understanding, Kumar, as cited
in Anwar et al.,, categorized skills into four categories: practical and manipulative
skills, observational skills, drawing skills, and reporting and interpreting skills. Thus,
this definition perceives practical skills as the ability to adapt one's abilities in various
contexts, encompassing diverse dimensions including physical, cognitive, and
emotional aspects (Anwar et al,, 2021; Rianda & Sayekti, 2023).

Despite existing research supporting the use of Project-Based Learning, there is
a need to further understand how this method can be implemented more effectively in
the context of Madrasah Ibtidaiyah education. Gaps exist in understanding the factors
influencing successful implementation and the deeper impact on students' practical
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skill development. Previous studies have provided a strong foundation for
understanding the benefits of Project-Based Learning. However, specific research on
its implementation in the context of Madrasah Ibtidaiyah education remains limited.
Therefore, this study aims to complement prior research by focusing on this specific
context.

This research attempts to bring novelty by delving deeper into the utilization of
Project-Based Learning in Madrasah Ibtidaiyah. The study will analyze the factors
influencing the successful implementation of this method and provide deeper insights
into its impact on students' practical skills. In this context, the primary objective of
this research is to investigate the use of Project-Based Learning methods in Madrasah
Ibtidaiyah, analyze its impact on the development of students' practical skills, identify
factors influencing its implementation, and fill the existing knowledge gaps in Islamic
education literature. This research is expected to make a positive contribution to the
development of innovative learning approaches within the Madrasah Ibtidaiyah
context.

METHODS
In this study, the researcher employed a literature review approach to delve

into issues related to Project-Based Learning (PBL) in the context of Madrasah
Ibtidaiyah education. The research design encompassed the search, selection, and
analysis of relevant literature with the aim of gaining profound insights into the
influence of PBL on the development of students' practical skills. The study began
with a meticulous literature search through various sources, including scientific
article databases available on Google Scholar. During the selection phase, the
researcher chose literature sources that met the predetermined inclusion criteria,
including relevance to the research topic, appropriate publication year, and research
quality. The selected literature sources were then systematically analyzed. The key
findings from each literature source were noted and categorized based on themes or
topics relevant to this research, such as the impact of PBL on students' practical skills
in Madrasah Ibtidaiyah. Subsequently, these literature findings were utilized to
construct a conceptual framework that served as the theoretical foundation for the
analysis and interpretation of the research outcomes.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Effectiveness of Project-Based Learning

Project-Based Learning (PBL) is an instructional approach that has been widely
discussed in educational literature. These four articles serve as relevant literature
sources discussing the effectiveness of PBL. The first article, titled "Digital Book
Project: Efforts to Improve 21st Century Skills of Elementary School Teacher
Candidates through Project-Based Learning Models," explores the use of PBL to
enhance 21st-century skills of elementary school teacher candidates (Dewi, 2015).
The second article, titled "Development of Project-Based Thematic Learning Models to
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Improve Students' Creative Thinking Abilities," investigates the development of a PBL
model to enhance students' creative thinking abilities (Aliyah, 2017). The third article,
titled "Students' Cognitive Abilities and Creative Thinking through STEM-Approached
Project-Based Learning," analyzes students' cognitive abilities and creative thinking
through PBL with a STEM approach (Sumarni et al., 2019). Finally, the fourth article,
titled "Environmental Education through Project-Based Learning in Biology Learning,”
reveals the effectiveness of PBL in improving high school students' cognitive skills and
creative thinking (Anazifa & Hadi, 2016).

In the comparative analysis of these findings, in general, the results from the
four articles indicate that PBL tends to be effective in enhancing students' practical
skills. These studies observe improvements in various skill aspects, such as creative
thinking, conceptual understanding, problem-solving abilities, and social skills.
Despite differences in context and research methods, the outcomes consistently
demonstrate the positive benefits of PBL. In the first article, PBL provides
opportunities for teacher candidates to develop 21st-century skills through digital
book projects. The second article highlights PBL in the context of thematic learning for
elementary school students, while the third article employs a STEM approach. The last
article focuses on the cognitive skills and creative thinking of high school students.

The comparative analysis of findings indicating that PBL tends to be effective in
enhancing students' practical skills finds support in theories from the fields of
education and cognitive psychology. One relevant theory is constructivism
(Kusumawati et al, 2022), which emphasizes that learning occurs through the
construction of knowledge by students through their active experiences. In the
context of PBL, students engage in projects that allow them to apply their knowledge
in real-life situations. This aligns with the constructivist principle where knowledge is
better understood and internalized when students are actively involved in the
learning process. When students work on PBL projects, they not only understand
concepts theoretically but also develop a deeper understanding through practical
experiences.

Additionally, the improvement in various skills such as creative thinking,
conceptual understanding, problem-solving abilities, and social skills observed in
these studies also aligns with the constructivist approach. Constructivism emphasizes
that learning should focus not only on increasing knowledge but also on developing
skills relevant to that knowledge.

Besides constructivism, the PBL approach also reflects the principles of
contextual education (Mustofa et al., 2016), which emphasize the importance of
learning relevant to students' real-life contexts. In PBL, students learn through
projects that are relevant to their daily lives, which can enhance their motivation to
learn and apply knowledge in practical situations. Thus, the research findings
indicating the effectiveness of PBL in enhancing students' practical skills generally
align with constructivist and contextual education theories, providing a strong
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conceptual foundation for this project-based learning approach.

The findings from these four articles suggest that PBL has significant potential
in enhancing students' practical skills. PBL encourages students to engage in real
projects and relevant learning situations, allowing them to develop skills such as
critical thinking, collaboration, communication, creative thinking, and problem-
solving. Moreover, PBL also appears effective in enhancing conceptual understanding,
both in language and science contexts. However, it is essential to remember that
successful PBL implementation requires competent teacher support and careful
planning. Additionally, the context and educational level can also influence the
effectiveness of PBL

Implementation of Project-Based Learning in Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Context

A literature review on the Implementation of Project-Based Learning (PBL) in
the context of Madrasah Ibtidaiyah has revealed several relevant perspectives. The
first article, titled "Character Education Management in Nahdlatul Ulama Madrasah
Ibtidaiyah during the Covid-19 Pandemic," highlights the importance of character
education in Madrasah Ibtidaiyah, aligning with PBL's goal of developing students'
character skills (Firdausi & Nanik Ulfa, 2021). The second article, titled
"Implementation of Project-Based Learning to Improve Psychomotor Skills of
Students in Figih Subjects,” specifically discusses the implementation of PBL to
enhance psychomotor skills in the Figih subject, depicting concrete efforts in the
context of Islamic education (Rianda & Sayekti, 2023). The third article, titled "Critical
Thinking Skills Analysis in Thematic Learning for Muhammadiyah Madrasah
Ibtidaiyah Students," reviews critical thinking skills in thematic learning at Madrasah
Ibtidaiyah, although not explicitly discussing PBL, it reflects its relevance to this
teaching method (Ulfha et al, 2023). The fourth article, titled "Development of
Learning Tools Utilizing Folklore through Role Playing-Based Project-Based Learning
(RPBL) Models to Enhance Students' Social Skills," explains the development of
learning tools using PBL and its benefits in enhancing students' social skills (Khanifah,
2021).

Furthermore, in the analysis of PBL implementation in Madrasah Ibtidaiyah, the
findings from these articles indicate that PBL has been well adopted in various Islamic
education contexts. Although each article has a different focus, the overall
implementation of PBL has yielded positive outcomes, including improved conceptual
understanding, psychomotor skills, and students' social skills. Factors such as
technological readiness, teacher commitment, and strong collaboration between
schools and parents have played crucial roles in the success of PBL implementation.

However, there are challenges that need to be addressed. The use of technology
in PBL requires adequate access and technological competence from both teachers
and students. Additionally, integrating religious values and character education within
the PBL context might require a more careful approach to align with Islamic
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principles. Nevertheless, these findings provide a robust foundation for continuing
efforts to implement PBL in Madrasah Ibtidaiyah education, focusing on enhancing
conceptual understanding, skill development, and fostering strong student character
values.

Relevance of Findings with Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Curriculum

The research findings demonstrating the effectiveness of Project-Based
Learning (PBL) in enhancing students' practical skills have significant relevance to the
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah curriculum. Here is a further analysis of this relevance:

PBL Aligns with the Goals and Principles of the Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Curriculum:
The Madrasah Ibtidaiyah curriculum, grounded in Islamic education, emphasizes the
importance of character development, religious knowledge, and practical skills in
student education (Qolbi & Hamami, 2021). PBL naturally supports these goals by
integrating the development of practical skills, conceptual understanding, and
character values within the context of problem-centered project-based learning.
Research findings indicating improvements in these aspects, such as psychomotor
skills and creative thinking, align with the objectives of the Madrasah Ibtidaiyah
curriculum.

Relevance to Islamic Education: PBL can be well integrated into Islamic
education because this approach allows students to understand and apply Islamic
values in real-life contexts (Junita et al., 2023). Project-based learning can be designed
to incorporate religious aspects, such as Quranic studies, Hadith, and Islamic ethics,
into relevant projects. This enables students to develop religious understanding and
apply it to their daily lives.

Implications for Curriculum Development: Findings demonstrating the success of
PBL in enhancing students' practical skills can have significant implications for
curriculum development in Madrasah Ibtidaiyah (Qolbi & Hamami, 2021). Curricula
can be updated or adapted to better support the implementation of PBL as an effective
teaching method. Curriculum development can include guidelines and resources for
teachers on how to integrate PBL into their teaching methods. Additionally, curricula
can emphasize project-based assessments to measure students' practical skills and
conceptual understanding.

Thus, the consistently positive findings regarding the effectiveness of PBL in
enhancing students' practical skills align with the Madrasah Ibtidaiyah curriculum's
focus on character development, religious knowledge, and practical skills.
Furthermore, PBL can be well integrated into Islamic education and the philosophy of
the Madrasah Ibtidaiyah curriculum. The implication of these findings underscores
the importance of supporting teachers in adopting PBL in their teaching and
integrating it effectively into the Madrasah Ibtidaiyah curriculum to achieve more
effective learning outcomes.
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Implications and Recommendations

Enhancing PBL in Madrasah Ibtidaiyah: The findings of this research provide
positive implications for the use of PBL in the context of Madrasah Ibtidaiyah.
Therefore, it is suggested that Madrasah Ibtidaiyah educational institutions consider
adopting PBL as one of the integrated teaching methods in their curriculum. This
requires training and support for teachers in developing the necessary skills to
effectively implement PBL.

Improving Technological Competence: Some studies indicate that access to and
competence in technology are key factors in the success of PBL. Therefore, it is
recommended that teachers in Madrasah Ibtidaiyah receive training on the use of
educational technology and how to integrate it into project-based learning. Schools
should also ensure adequate access to technology devices in the learning
environment.

Integration of Islamic Values: In the context of Madrasah Ibtidaiyah, it is
important to ensure that implemented PBL remains consistent with Islamic values
and religious principles. Therefore, a careful approach is needed in designing PBL
projects that incorporate Islamic values and ethics. Teachers can collaborate with
religious scholars to ensure compliance with Islamic teachings.

Development of Integrated Curriculum: The results of this research provide
momentum to develop a well-integrated curriculum in Madrasah Ibtidaiyah. The
curriculum should provide detailed guidelines on how to integrate PBL into teaching
and establish appropriate assessments. This can assist teachers in planning
instruction aligned with the objectives and principles of the Madrasah Ibtidaiyah
curriculum.

Further Research: Further research can be conducted to further understand the
impact of PBL in the context of Madrasah Ibtidaiyah. Subsequent studies can involve
more in-depth measurements of specific aspects such as character development,
religious values, or the effectiveness of PBL in specific subjects. This research can
provide additional contributions to the development of innovative Madrasah
Ibtidaiyah education.

CONCLUSION

Education serves as the fundamental cornerstone in shaping the future of
individuals and societies. In the face of rapid changes in today's world, Project-Based
Learning (PBL) emerges as a relevant and innovative approach. PBL emphasizes
assigning complex tasks or projects to students, requiring them to work independently
or in groups to complete projects that reflect real-world situations. Previous research
demonstrates the success of PBL in enhancing students' understanding of the real
world and developing their practical skills. In the context of Madrasah Ibtidaiyah, PBL
is effective in improving students' psychomotor skills and aligns with the goals of
Islamic education. However, the implementation of PBL also encounters several
challenges, such as technological readiness and the integration of religious values. The
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findings of this research have positive implications for the development of the
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah curriculum, suggesting the need for teacher training to effectively
implement PBL.
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