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The purpose of this study is to examine a native speaker's interaction 
with young learners in an English class to determine (1) what types of 
sentences she used in instructing young learners and (2) what tenses 
she used in giving instruction and asking questions while teaching 
young learners in the classroom. The researcher used the qualitative 
descriptive technique in order to perform the investigation. The 
information was gathered via class observation, including recording 
three meetings' worth of teaching and learning activities. After that, 
the tape was transcribed to analyze the data. The participants were a 
native English speaker and young learners from grade two primary 
students. The study's results reveal that the native speaker used 
various phrase types in her instruction, including simple, compound, 
complex, and compound-complex sentences. However, the most type 
of sentence she used is a simple sentence followed by a compound-
complex and complex sentence. A minor type of sentence she used is 
a compound sentence. She also used three distinct tenses during her 
teaching. They exist in the present, the past, and the future. The most 
type of tenses she used was present and future tense. She almost rarely 
used past tense. 

 
This is an open access article under the CC BY-SA license 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 

The number of Covid-19 cases in Indonesia continues to decline. According to Health 

Minister Budi Gunadi Sadikin, the transmission of variants of the Corona virus has decreased 

because more people already have antibody immunity. This is one of the reasons that the 

government starts opening the schools. Another reason is that most of the teachers have got shots 

of Covid-19. 

However, school teaching and learning have not been typical yet. Only 50% of pupils can 

learn face-to-face with teachers. The other 50% still learn from home. This contemporary state of 

teaching and learning is called hybrid learning. According to Hidayah (2019),hybrid learning is a 

type of education that mixes online learning with traditional learning models. Hediansah and 

Surjono (2020) described hybrid learning as "a way of learning that combines two or more 

techniques and approaches to achieve a learning goal." Avgerinou (2015) explained why teachers 

choose hybrid learning over online and conventional learning: better pedagogy, more flexibility, and 

lower costs. 
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This hybrid learning strategy allows students to meet their friends and professors personally, 

something they have not done in over a year, especially for a Native English class. Students study 

fluent English straight from a native speaker. People who speak a language as a second language are 

considered non-native speakers. Mauko (2014) defined that a native speaker is a person who grew 

up speaking their original language rather than learning it as a second language. Based on Statista 

2022, around 1.35 billion people worldwide spoke English natively or as a second language in 2021. 

Waddington (2021) argued learning English with a native speaker is the ideal learning experience. 

The students become used to immediately practicing their English abilities such as listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing. They also work on their pronunciation, structure, and vocabulary. It 

is now tied to ELT. Historically, English language instruction was structural, which meant that 

language was taught in isolation from its surroundings (Ali Alghamdi et al., 2019). English language 

teaching (ELT) has altered significantly since the advent of discourse analysis in the 1970s 

(Nurdiana, 2015). 

Compared with the non-native speaker English teacher, the students still have a chance to 

speak Bahasa. They think that if they cannot speak English, they can use Bahasa in asking questions 

to the non-native speaker teacher. That condition makes the students mostly lazy to practice 

speaking English all the time. They have to know that they learn a language is to practice with that 

language they are learning. So, when they learn with native speaker teachers, they are reinforced and 

motivated to talk in English automatically (Adara, 2018). Besides, Budiarta (2020) also argues that 

students should experience different cultural contexts since, in an EFL lesson, a native speaker and 

cultural authenticity are essential. Conversations, interviews, and paragraphs are all examples of 

discourse analysis Richards & Schmidt (2010). Speaking data range from informal conversation to 

more institutionalized modes of discourse analysis. According to McCarthy (1991) discourse is a 

complex process with many interrelated components or elements. Psychological, social, cultural, 

situational, political, and personal parts of one's existence interact with other people and things. 

Oral and written discourse are the two forms of discourse. Speaking is the most difficult type of 

speech to examine. Speech events, for example, can have an influence on how people communicate, 

or use spoken language. Conversational storytelling, verbal sparring, puns and jokes, rumours, and 

gossiping are all examples of spoken discourse. 

Teachers give linguistic input and serve as role models for students in the classroom. A 

teacher's communication actions include lecturing, asking and answering questions, explaining, and 

giving direction or guidance. These activities will surely educate students to communicate similarly 

in all of the instructor's different classroom encounters. Thus, the researcher examines how native 

speakers employ English structure (types of sentences and tenses), vocabulary, and pronunciation to 

instruct young learners.  

Based on the background above, the researchers draw several questions related to the 

interaction between a native speaker and students in a classroom as follows: 

1. What types of sentences does a native speaker usually use in teaching young learners? 

2. What tenses does a native speaker use to communicate with the young learners? 

 Based on the problem posed in this study, this research aims to investigate the types of 

sentences that the native speaker usually uses in teaching young learners, and the tenses that native 

speaker uses to interact with young learners. 
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Speaking as a Productive Skill in EFL  

 The most critical component to develop is speaking ability. Nunan (1989) believes that 

mastering speaking is a crucial component of learning a foreign language. Speaking is a kind of 

communication that uses language. That is why good communication requires good speaking skills. 

Brown (2012) asserts that when someone is able to speak a language properly, he or she is able to 

carry in a conversation. Additionally, he asserts that the barometer for effective language learning is 

nearly usually the showing of the capacity to achieve pragmatic goals through interactive dialogue 

with other language speakers. 

 Furthermore, according to Richards (2001), as stated in Syafrizal and Rohmawati (2017), 

"the mastery of speaking competence in English is a goal for many second-language or foreign 

language learners. Speaking is a fundamental communication ability that allows you to tell and share 

thoughts with others." In other words, improving speaking abilities must be prioritized in EFL 

study. 

 Based on the definitions provided above, speaking is the ability to say something that 

involves the ability to use the words in the correct order, correct pronunciation, correct grammatical 

form, and meaningful context (fluency) and choosing the choice of words (vocabulary) in the 

process of interpreting and negotiating to mean in conveying messages to establish and maintain 

social relationships. 

 Aspects of speaking instruction 

 As stated by Harmer (2010), there are three primary reasons for requiring students to 

participate in class discussions. In the first place, speaking activities give training chances, i.e., 

opportunity to practice speaking in real life situations in a controlled environment. Second, speaking 

tasks in which students attempt to utilize one or all of the languages they are familiar with give 

feedback for both lecturers and students. Everyone can see how well they are doing, including how 

successful they are and whether or not they are experiencing linguistic difficulties. Finally, the 

greater the number of opportunities pupils have to activate the different aspects of the language 

they have stored in their brains, the more likely it is that they will employ these elements naturally. 

 Speaking is a production skill that may be divided into two categories: accuracy and fluency 

(or speed). Accuracy is comprised of the application of vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation 

through a variety of activities, while fluency is defined as "the capacity to maintain a conversation 

when speaking spontaneously" (Derakhshan et al., 2016). According to Sidik (2013), it demonstrates 

that oral encounters may be distinctive in terms of routines, which are typical ways of providing 

information that might focus on information or engagement. According to Kosar, Gulten, and 

Bedir (2014), speech is an interactive process of meaning construction that entails both the 

production and reception of data. 

 From the above statement, it can be concluded that speaking is a language skill that focuses 

on how people talk to each other. This can make, send, or get information quickly and accurately. 

The speaker needs to pay attention to vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation, as well as all the 

other parts of the speech. 
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 Types of English Sentences 

 It is important to know that the English language has four types of sentences. A simple, 

compound, complex and compound-complex sentence are some of the types. "A simple sentence 

has only one separate clause." A compound sentence is made up of two or more separate clauses 

that are joined together. "Compound sentences are made up of two or more separate clauses that 

are joined together." Coordinators, also known as coordinating conjunctions, conjunctive adverbs, 

and semicolons, are used in the construction of compound sentences. In a "complex sentence," 

there is one main part and one or more secondary parts (Langan, 2010; Oshima & Hogue, 2009). 

There must be at least three clauses in a "compound-complex sentence," and at least two of them 

must be separate (Langan, 2010; Oshima & Hogue, 2009).  

 In other words, in a simple sentence, there are only two parts: one subject and one part of 

the predicate. The sentence could be long or short. There is only one subject and one verb in a 

simple sentence. Neither the subject nor the predicate has to be a single word. On the other hand, it 

is possible to construct a compound sentence out of two or more independent clauses that have 

been connected together. The phrase "compound sentences" refers to phrases that are made up of 

two or more independent clauses that are connected together. When putting up a compound 

phrase, coordinators, also known as coordinating conjunctions, conjunctive adverbs, and 

semicolons, are employed to join words together. Complex sentence is formed by utilizing 

conjunctions and/or relative pronouns to connect one or more subordinate (dependent) clauses to 

the main (independent) clause. There are at least two independent clauses and one or more 

dependent clauses to produce a compound-complex sentence. 

 Tenses 

 In English, to express the time when somebody talks or writes, they have to use tenses. 

There are three basic tenses in English; past tense, present tense, and future tense. Brunfaut et al. 

(2021) state that language scientists have used the timeline to explain the meanings of the tenses 

since it is a specific instance of the space–time analogy that has been proven to work. When we talk 

about the timeline, we're talking about a line (or, more accurately, an ordered set of points) that is 

unbounded at either end but is divided into three parts: the past, present, and future. 

 In addition, Brown (2016) defined tenses depict the link between the moment of speech and 

the activity or situation. A 'Tense' reveals whether you are referring to the past, present, or future. 

Simple and compound tenses are the two sorts of tenses. It is constructed without auxiliary verbs 

(such as 'have, be or do'), modal verbs (such as 'can, could, may, might, will, would, shall or must'), 

and participles (such as the Resultant, Continuous and Passive Participles. The Active Voice Simple 

Past Tense (I did) and the Active Voice Simple Present Tense (I did) are the sole Simple Tenses in 

English (I do.). The Simple Tenses are only partially simple since the auxiliary verb 'do' must be 

employed to (1) construct a negative form, (2) pose a question, or (3) accentuate a positive form. 

 From those two definitions above, it can be concluded that talking and writing in English 

are always dealing with the tenses so that the readers or the interlocutors know when the event 

happen or occur.  

 Some research studies focus on the analysis of types of sentences. They are; (1) research 

conducted by Istiqomah (2021) who stated that the average skill of students in detecting 
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compound-complex sentences at the fourth-semester students of the English Education Study 

Program at Raden Intan State Islamic University of Lampung in the academic year 2019/2020 was 

66.34, according to the results of the study. It was classified as being of good quality. (2) Research 

conducted by Monica Roliani et al., (2019) the findings suggest various issues linked to the teacher's 

spoken language in SMPN 16 Palangka Raya English class as follows: the teacher used English 

spoken language first, then Indonesian due to the students' weakness in English. She also used 

simple vocabulary to make the classroom alive and give a relaxing atmosphere. (3) Curran (2020) 

argued in her research that children are required to read and listen to complex sentences throughout 

the primary school years. Speech-language pathologists should be aware of the linguistic demands 

of pupils of various ages by general education science courses. 

 Other researches were (4) teacher talk helps students learn more about English grammar 

(Alkhazraji, 2018). In Herani and Rachmijati (2019) research, there were 61 sentences discovered by 

the researchers in the usage of tense and aspect. The simple future and present perfect tense and 

aspect types outperformed the dominating kinds in the "Tangled" movie script's tense and aspect. 

Neither tense nor aspect were found in the "Tangled" movie script, which had the past perfect 

progressive, future progressive, future perfect, and future perfect progressive, among other things. 

From those research studies, there is a gap that a study can also analyse tenses, especially to the 

native speaker teacher on how she used the tenses and types of sentences in instructing the young 

learners. 

 METHOD 

 Design of the Research 

 As a sort of analysis, discourse analysis categorizes spoken and written language, whereas 

conversation analysis interprets spoken language (Troudi & Nunan, 1995). Additionally, Nunan says 

that the conversation analysis research examines 'turn-taking management, repair procedures, 

ambiguity resolution, speaker selection, and thematic relevancy. The researcher conducted a 

qualitative descriptive study. According to Sogunro (2001) explanations, qualitative research does 

not rely on numerical information. Also stated by him is that the research topic and procedure are 

more generic at the beginning of the investigation and get more specific as the study develops. The 

researcher explained how native speakers utilize English, especially grammar while teaching young 

learners. 

 The study was in an English class at Al Wildan Islamic School, Gading Serpong-Tangerang 

between November 2nd, November 9th, and November 16th, 2021. The participants of the research 

were an English Native speaker from America and the second-grade students of elementary level. 

 The researcher gathered the data via observation and documentation of the teaching-

learning processes in an English class. There were three meetings that researcher used as the data. 

Then transcribed from the recording of the native speaker's usage of English; grammar during her 

teaching by Zoom. After that, analyzing the sentences by classifying the sentences or the statement 

based on the types of sentences (simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences, 

and the tenses (present, past, and future). 
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 RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 The data revealed that the native speaker use various types of sentences in her teaching-

learning process to young learners. Table 1 displays the simple sentence, table 2 shows the 

compound sentence, table 3 illustrates the complex sentences, and table 4 depicts the compound-

complex sentences which exists in the interaction among a native speaker and her students. which 

exists in the interaction among a native speaker and her students. 

 

Table 1. Simple Sentence 

No Simple Sentence 

1 Today is not Monday. 
2 We’re gonna play two games today. 
3 
4 
5 
6 

It’s Thursday. 
Everybody can hear Mrs. Erica 
clearly? 
Can you write that? 
The material for today is yesterday, 
today, and tomorrow. 
 

  

  

 
 
 

1.  

 

In the sentence above, today is categorized as a subject, is not is categorized as a verb, 

and Monday is categorized as an object. This is the type of simple sentence since there is no 

conjunction word which connects to each other. Here is the tree diagram. 

 

S 

NN            VP 

       N 

Today      is not    Monday. 

Diagram 1 

2. We’re   gonna play     two games today. 

Subject   verb     object adv of time 
 

In the sentence above, the word 'we' is categorized as subject, 're gonna is the abbreviation 

from are going to, so that the verb of this sentence is are going to play. In formal writing, the 

Today is not Monday. 

   

subject verb object 
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abbreviation ('re gonna) is not allowed. However, it is permitted in English spoken. This sentence 

also contains an object (two games) and adverb of time (today). In this statement, the subject and verb 

are singular, and there is no conjunction word. Hence it is a simple sentence. The tree diagram is as 

follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

Diagram 2 

3. 

It ’s Thursday. 

subject verb object 

 
The sentence above is simple sentence since it consists of a subject, a verb, and an object. It is 

classified as a subject. 's is the abbreviation of is, so it is classified as a verb. The object of the 

sentence is Thursday. The tree diagram is as follows; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diagram 3 

 

4. Everybody   can hear      Mrs. Erica clearly? 
           Subject       verb      object adv. of manner 

 
The type of the sentence is a simple sentence. It consists of a subject and a verb. Everybody is 

classified as a subject, can hear is classified as a verb, Mrs. Erica is classified as an object, and clearly is 

classified as an adverb of manner. The following is a representation of the tree diagram: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Diagram 4 

 
 

                        S  

  Pro VP  

                                             NP 

 
   N                   N 

 

             We ‘re gonna play two games today. 

              S 

  N               VP 

                N 

 

  It         is   Thursday. 

      Sentence (S)  

  Pro                VP 

                                   NP 

  
             N  N 

  

Everybody can hear Mrs. Erica clearly? 
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5. Can          you        write        that? 
    modal    subject     verb         object 

 

The sentence above is an interrogative of a simple sentence that contains a subject and a 

verb. Can is categorized as modal, which is interrogative; it is put at the front of the sentence. 

'You' is categorized as a subject, write is categorized as a verb, and that is categorized as an object. 

The following is a tree diagram. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Diagram 5 
 
6. 
 

The material  for today        is        yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 
   Subject            pre   adv of time       verb                  object 
 

              The type of sentence above is a simple sentence. The simple is also called an independent 

clause which consists of a subject and a verb. The material is the subject, is is the verb, and yesterday, 

today, and tomorrow is the object of the sentence. 

 
 

 

 

Diagram 6 

 
As result above, it can be identified whether a sentence is a simple sentence by looking at the 

form or the structure of the sentence. Simple sentence is one that has at least one subject and one 

verb and represents a full notion (Andersen, 2014). The subject and verb might be single or 

compound. The form of the simple sentence is Subject + Verb Phrase. 

 

 

Sentence (S)  

      VModal         N         VP 

V    Pro 

 

 
       Can      you     write  that? 
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Table 2. Compound Sentence 

No Compound Sentence 

1 The 6th is Friday, and the 7th is 
Saturday. 

  

 

The 6th        is       Friday,     and        the 7th          is       Saturday. 

subject  verb    object    conj.  subject   verb      object 
 

 The sentence above indicates as a compound sentence because it consists two clauses which 

both are independent clauses (Andersen, 2014), and it is connected by the coordinator 

conjunction “and”. According to (Hogue, 2008) there is a comma after the first independent clause 

in a compound sentence constructed by the coordinator. In (Cahyono et al., 2016), a compound 

sentence is a sentence that has two or more independent clauses. The tree diagram is as follows: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Diagram 7 

 
Table 3. Complex Sentence 

No Complex Sentence 

1 Ok Jeehan, can you tell me what 
doyou study on Wednesday? 

2 It gives you good example ya, so 
thatyou know how to do what Mrs. 
Erica calls on you. 

3 
 

Everybody stays on mute. So, you can 
hear what’s going on in the 
classroom. 
 

 

“Ok Jeehan, can you tell me what you study on Wednesday?” 

 

Independent clause : Can you tell me 
Dependent clause : What you study on Wednesday? 
 

This sentence is complex sentence because it consists of one independent clause and one 

dependent clause (Andersen, 2014).  
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“It gives you good example ya. So that you know how to do what Mrs. Erica calls on you.” 

 
Independent clause : It gives you good example 
Dependent clause : so that you know how to do 
Dependent clause : what Mrs. Erica calls on you 
 

This is a complex sentence because it consists of one independent clause and two dependent 

clauses. 

“Everybody stays on mute. So, you can hear what’s going on in the classroom.” 

Independent clause : Everybody stays on mute 
Dependent clause : So, you can hear 
Dependent clause : What’s going on in the classroom 
 

These sentences also complex sentences consist of an independent clause and two dependent 

clauses. 

Table 4. Compound-Complex Sentence 

No Compound-Complex Sentence 

1 
 
 
2 
 
 
3 

What you’re gonna do is you come to 
the front two of you and you’re gonna 
ask questions each other. 
What we’re gonna do together today 
is everybody gets turn and I’m gonna 
go around room. 
We’re gonna talk about what subject 
we study on each day and mmm… we 
can say something like this “what day 
do you study? Math or English or 
Islamic Studies? and we’re also gonna 
talk about what subject we have on 
certain day. 

  

Compound-Complex Sentence 

“What you’re gonna do is you come to the front two of you and you’re gonna ask question seach 
other.” 

 
Dependent clause : What you ‘re gonna do 
Verb   : is 
Independent clause : You come to the front two of you. 
Conjunction  : and 
Independent clause : You’re gonna ask question each other. 

 
This sentence is compound-complex sentences consisting of one dependent clause, a 

conjunction, and two independent clauses. 
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“What we’re gonna do together today is everybody gets turn and I’m gonna go around room. 

 

Dependent clause  : What you ‘re gonna do together 
Verb    : is 

Independent clause  : everybody gets turn  
Conjunction  : and 

Independent clause  : I’m gonna go round room 

This sentence is compound-complex sentences consisting of one dependent clause, 

conjunction, and two independent clauses.  

“We’re gonna talk about what subject we study on each day and mmm… we can say something like 
this “what day do you study Math or English or Islamic Studies? and we’re also gonna talk about 
what subject we have on certain day.” 

 
Independent clause : We’re gonna talk about it. 
Dependent clause : what subject we study on each day 
Conjunction  : and 
Independent clause : mmm… we can say something like this 
Independent clause : what day do you study Math or English or Islamic studies? 
Conjunction  : and 
Independent clause : We’re also gonna talk about it 
Dependent clause : What subject we have on certain day. 
 
  This sentence is compound- complex sentence since it consists of four independent clauses, 
two conjunctions, and two dependent clauses. 

Those sentences above are compound-complex sentence since according to(Andersen, 2014) 

a compound-complex sentence is made up of at least one independent clause and at least one 

dependent clause. In addition (Radford, 1988) also stated that dependent clauses in complex 

sentences can be both finite and non-finite. 

 
Tenses  

The tables below showed that the native speaker used three types of tenses. They are Present 

Tense, Past Tense, and Future Tense. 

Table 5. Present Tense 

No Present Tense 

1 Today is not Monday, what day is it 
today? 

2 What day is after Wednesday girls 
online? 

3 
 
4 
 
5 
6 
7 

Before is like this “Monday is before 
Tuesday.” 
After is like this “Thursday is after 
Wednesday.” 
What day comes after Monday? 
On Monday I study Science. 
The day comes before Friday 
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8 

is Thursday. 
It gives you good example ya… 

 
“Today is not Monday” indicates that the sentence is using the present tense. One of the simple 

present tense functions is to tell the general truth (Gonzales, 2014). That day, that was Tuesday. 
Thus, “Today is not Monday” is a general truth. Moreover, to identify whether it is present or not is by 
seeing the verb. The verb of that sentence is “is” which shows the present verb. 

“What day is it today?” is a present tense in interrogative form. It is evidenced by using the verb 
“is” and the use of time adverb “today”. “Today” indicates a particular moment in the present. 

 
“What day is after Wednesday girls online?” and “What day comes after Monday?” 
 
Those sentences show present tense since they ask for the general truth or permanent action 

on the day after Wednesday and after Monday. All people agree that after Wednesday is Thursday, 

the day after Monday is Tuesday. The verbs are also a present verb “is” and “comes”. -s shows the 

verb form in the present tense, especially in the simple present tense at the end of the verb. (Azar & 

Hagen, 2009) said that except for the third person singular subject, the basic form of the verb is 

used for all subjects. Following the subject, the verb form must include s/es at the end of the word. 

 
Table 6. Past Tense 

No Past Tense 

1 What day was yesterday? 
2 Yesterday was Sunday. 
  

 
“What day was yesterday?” “Yesterday was Sunday.” 
 

Those sentences above represent the past tense(Gonzales, 2014). Mustafa (2021) stated that 

the past tense is used to describe events that occurred in the past.  It can be seen from the use of 

the verb “was”. “Was” indicates past form. Moreover, the time adverb “yesterday” also shows past 

time. The Simple Past is used to refer to past events that occurred at a specific period, which can be 

specified explicitly (yesterday, last year) or inferred from meaning(Murphy, 2019). 

Table 7. Future Tense 

No Future Tense 

1 
 
 
 
2 
 
3 
 
4 
5 

What we’re gonna do at the beginning 
is I need some help to mention the 
days of the week. 
The first game we’re gonna play is I’m 
gonna give you before and after. 
What you’re gonna do is you come to 
the front. 
Our game will start with this one. 
You’re gonna say “on Tuesday I study 
Math.” 

 
“What we’re gonna do at the beginning is I need some help to mention the days of the week.” 
“The first game we’re gonna play is I’m gonna give you before and after.”  
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“What you’re gonna do is you come to the front.” 
“You’re gonnasay, “on Tuesday, I study Math.” 
“Our game will start with this one.” 

 
The words which are underlined indicate future tense. Future tense denotes an activity that 

has yet to be completed or indicates that something will occur or be completed in the future 

(Gonzales, 2014). He also supports his explanation by adding the verb for that can be used in the 

future tense “- a verb phrase using the auxiliary verbs will/shall+ the simple form of the verb. - 

Am/is/are + going to”. Oktaviani and Fajria (2019) mentioned that (gonna, be going to, and will) are as 

modal verbs. Colle and Fitriati (2019)asserted that (gonna and be going to) has same meaning as will. 

RQ 1 What type of sentences does a native speaker usually use in teaching young learners? 

   Based on the research findings above, the types of sentences that the native speaker used in 

teaching young learners is that the native speaker used all types of sentences. They are simple, 

compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences. Even though the students are from the 

lower grade, primary two students could understand well what the native speaker said in complex, 

compound, and compound-complex sentences. Frizelle et al. (2019), in their results research, 

indicated that (a) regardless of age, participants performed better on the sentence-verification task 

than on the multiple-choice task, (b) each testing method revealed a distinct hierarchy of 

constructions, and (c) the effect of the testing method on participant performance was greater for 

some constructions than others. Moreover, their findings implied that when complex sentences are 

given in a way that more closely resembles how humans absorb language in everyday dialogue, 

young learners can comprehend them. These findings are significant for the study of language 

comprehension because they indicate that results from multiple-choice tests may not transfer to 

other tasks. Bland (2019)argued that the instructor's role in accommodating young learners' 

language needs through narrative and creative teacher speak is examined. Besides that, the teacher's 

role is critical. It is possible for the teacher to share with the children’s educational goals of English 

for young learners that are associated with collateral learning, such as the pleasure of narrative, 

multiple literacies, and intercultural learning provided the teacher is sufficiently prepared.  

Additionally, Lightbown (2008) stated that the number of years a kid is exposed to language 

influences their fluency. Another perspective is that very young infants are natural sponges for 

acquiring or learning languages; they are eager to absorb whatever languages are given to them. This 

concept is central to the Critical Period Hypothesis (CPH). According to CPH, young children can 

efficiently acquire a second language before puberty because their brains retain processes that aid in 

the learning of their first language Cammeron (2001). Children are capable of speaking with a near-

native or native-like accent that adults would never develop. 

The students had not studied sentences but knew and understood when somebody said. They 

learn by listening more often from the teacher's instruction directly. According to Thornton (2022), 

children acquire their language's syntax, or sentence structure, via exposure and interaction with 

caregivers and others, but not through formal instruction. Since Chomsky (1965) argued against 

Skinner's idea that language is a 'verbal activity,' the question of how children acquire syntactic 

command has been a source of contention. 

RQ2: What tenses does a native speaker use to communicate with young learners? 
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The tenses that were used by a native speaker in teaching young learners are present, past, and 

future. These three tenses are the fundamental of the tenses, which are mostly used in daily 

speaking or interaction. Gibreel (2018), according to the study's major findings, native speaker 

teachers do significantly better in oral skills, listening, and speaking than non-native speaker 

teachers. The oral proficiency of the native teacher has a good effect on the level of the learners in 

the aforementioned abilities, but the oral proficiency of the non-native teacher has a negative effect 

on the level of the learners in listening and speaking. As a result, the native speaker class receives 

much higher marks than the non-native speaker class. His research examined speaking skills which 

include some aspects such as grammar, fluency, vocabulary, pronunciation, and background 

knowledge. It is possible to deduce that the presence of native speakers in teaching English as a 

foreign language can influence the students, especially in acquiring grammar, vocabulary, and 

fluency. It is supported by Hoff et al. (2020), who stated that Significant impacts of the group on 

the lexical and grammatical features of child-directed speech, which have been found in the 

literature as favourable predictors of child language development. Following these findings, it 

appears that the child-directed speech of native speakers and non-native speakers with high 

competence provides a more diverse database for language acquisition than the child-directed 

speech of speakers with lower skills.  

Apart from influencing the acoustics of speech sounds in child-directed speech, Fish et al. 

(2017); Stoehr et al. (2019)proficiency has been shown to influence other aspects of child-directed 

speech, including lexical and grammatical features, which have been shown to aid in the acquisition 

of vocabulary and grammar in children. If we compare speakers with limited proficiency to native 

English speakers, the speakers with limited proficiency illustrated a smaller vocabulary for their 

children to learn, used those words in shorter utterances, and their utterances contained less 

diversity in the lexical items that fill grammatical roles, respectively. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the native speaker used simple, complex, compound, and compound-complex 

sentences to teach young learners. Among the many different types of sentences she employed, the 

most common was the simple sentence, followed by a compound-complex sentence and a 

complicated sentence. A compound sentence is a minor sort of sentence that she employed. She 

also utilized three different verb tenses during the teaching session. They exist in three different 

time periods: the present, the past, and the future. The present and future tenses were the most 

often employed types of tenses by her. She hardly ever used the past tense because the subject 

matter was about the number of days in a week. The researcher strongly argues that more 

researchers perform additional study on this topic. Future study may examine the same topic but 

using different data, for instance, future researchers may examine Native Speaker interaction to 

young learners but from years 9-12 in English class in terms of the types of sentences and tenses 

will be more complex since the students have been learning the tenses specifically.  

 
REFERENCES 
Adara, R. A. (2018). Students’ Motivation and Preferences Toward Native and Non-Native English 

Speaking Teachers. Premise: Journal of English Education, 7(1), 1. 

https://doi.org/10.24127/pj.v7i1.1329 

https://doi.org/10.24127/pj.v7i1.1329


Native Speaker Interaction with Young Learners in English Class - Hybrid Learning Models 

| Hariyanti Lestari, Didin Nuruddin Hidayat, Nida Husna, Alek, Anita 

50 

 

Ali Alghamdi, Y., Mohammed Alghamdi, A., & Gabr Alsolami, T. (2019). English Language 

Teaching: Historical Overview, Current Issues and Suggestions for Enhancing Speaking 

Proficiency in EFL Contexts. Arab World English Journal, 10(2), 270–283. 

https://doi.org/10.24093/awej/vol10no2.21 

Alkhazraji, A. M. (2018). Analyzing the impact of teacher talk on english grammar learning: With 

correlation to the procedures in classroom interaction. Journal of Language Teaching and Research, 

9(5), 1109–1115. https://doi.org/10.17507/jltr.0905.27 

Alsoraihi, M. H. (2019). Bridging the Gap Between Discourse Analysis and Language Classroom 

Practice. English Language Teaching, 12(8), 79. https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v12n8p79 

Andersen, Sarah. (2014). Sentence Types and Functions. San José State University Writing Center, 1–6. 

http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/handouts/Sentence Types and Functions.pdf 

Avgerinou, M. D., & Schools, A. C. (2015). Avgerinou , M . D . ( 2008 ). Blended collaborative learning for 

action research. 4(June), 1–20. 

Azar, B. S., & Hagen, S. A. (2009). Understanding and Using English Grammar (fourth). Pearson 

Longman. 

Bland, J. (2019). Teaching English to Young Learners: More Teacher Education and More 

Children’s Literature! Online Submission, 7(2), 79–103. 

Brown, H. D. (2012). Principles of Language Learning And Teaching. In Encyclopedia of the Sciences of 

Learning. San Francisco State University. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4419-1428-6_347 

Brown, M. (2016). The Tenses of the English Language Abridged Version 1.2. 

Brunfaut, T., Kormos, J., Michel, M., & Ratajczak, M. (2021). Testing young foreign language 

learners’ reading comprehension: Exploring the effects of working memory, grade level, and 

reading task. Language Testing. https://doi.org/10.1177/0265532221991480 

Budiarta, I. K. (2020). Native Speaker and Cultural Authenticity in Efl Class: a Linguistic 

Anthropology Perspective. Jurnal Santiaji Pendidikan (JSP), 10(1), 10–19. 

https://doi.org/10.36733/jsp.v10i1.692 

Cahyono, B. Y., Mukminatien, N., & Amrina, R. (2016). Indonesian Students Writing Proficiency in Using 

Complex Sentence. 4(9), 22–32. 

Cammeron, L. (2001). [Lynne_Cameron]_Teaching_Languages_to_Young_Learne(b-ok.org).pdf (p. 256). 

Chomsky, N. (1965). Aspect of Theory of Syntax. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-017-2239-1_2 

Colle, A. T. L., & Fitriati, S. W. (2019). Realization of Actional and Formulaic Competence in 

Teachers’ Talk in English Language Class. English Education Journal, 9(1), 41–55. 

Curran, M. (2020). Complex Sentences in an Elementary Science Curriculum: A Research Note. 

Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, 51(2), 329–335. 

https://doi.org/10.1044/2019_LSHSS-19-00064 

Derakhshan, A., Khalili, A. N., & Beheshti, F. (2016). Developing EFL Learner’s Speaking Ability, 

Accuracy and Fluency. English Language and Literature Studies, 6(2), 177. 

https://doi.org/10.5539/ells.v6n2p177 

Derin, T, & Hamuddin, B. (2019). Foreign Language Classroom Anxiety, and Enjoyment During 

Study Abroad: A Review of Selected Paper. Lisan: Jurnal Bahasa Dan …, 8(June), 76–82. 

http://ejournal.um-sorong.ac.id/index.php/li/article/view/367 

Derin, Tatum, Susilo Putri, N., Nursafira, M. S., & Hamuddin, B. (2020). Discourse Analysis (DA) 

in the Context of English as a Foreign Language (EFL): A Chronological Review. Elsya : 

Journal of English Language Studies, 2(1), 1–8. https://doi.org/10.31849/elsya.v2i1.3611 

https://doi.org/10.24093/awej/vol10no2.21
https://doi.org/10.17507/jltr.0905.27
https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v12n8p79
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/handouts/Sentence%20Types%20and%20Functions.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4419-1428-6_347
https://doi.org/10.1177/0265532221991480
https://doi.org/10.36733/jsp.v10i1.692
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-017-2239-1_2
https://doi.org/10.1044/2019_LSHSS-19-00064
https://doi.org/10.5539/ells.v6n2p177
http://ejournal.um-sorong.ac.id/index.php/li/article/view/367
https://doi.org/10.31849/elsya.v2i1.3611


Native Speaker Interaction with Young Learners in English Class - Hybrid Learning Models 

| Hariyanti Lestari, Didin Nuruddin Hidayat, Nida Husna, Alek, Anita 

 

 

51 

 

Fish, M. S., García-Sierra, A., Ramírez-Esparza, N., & Kuhl, P. K. (2017). Infant-directed speech in 

English and Spanish: Assessments of monolingual and bilingual caregiver VOT. Journal of 

Phonetics, 63, 19–34. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wocn.2017.04.003 

Frizelle, P., Thompson, P., Duta, M., & Bishop, D. V. M. (2019). Assessing Children’s 

Understanding of Complex Syntax: A Comparison of Two Methods. Language Learning, 69(2), 

255–291. https://doi.org/10.1111/lang.12332 

Gibreel, M. O. (2018). The Impacts of Employing Native Speakers for Teaching English as a 

Second Language. Refereed Quarterly Scientific Journal, 24(June), 1–18. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330839110_The_Impacts_of_Employing_Native_

Speakers_for_Teaching_English_as_a_Second_Language 

Gonzales, X. C. (2014). ENGLISH GRAMMAR MASTER IN 30 DAYS A step by step guide for a 

strong English foundation. (Vol. 53, Issue 9). 

Harmer, J. (2010). How to teach English (6th edition). In Pearson /Longman. 

Hediansah, D., & Surjono, H. (2020). Hybrid Learning Development to Improve Teacher Learning  

Management. JKTP: Jurnal Kajian Teknologi  Pendidikan, 3(1), 1–9. 

https://doi.org/10.17977/um038v3i12019p001 

Herani, I. E., & Rachmijati, C. (2019). an Analysis of Tense and Aspect in the “Tangled” Movie 

Script. PROJECT (Professional Journal of English Education), 2(2), 187. 

https://doi.org/10.22460/project.v2i2.p187-193 

Hidayah, S. N. (2019). No TitleΕΛΕΝΗ. The Innovation of Social Studies Journal, 8(5), 55. 

https://ppjp.ulm.ac.id/journals/index.php/iis 1 

Hoff, E., Core, C., & Shanks, K. F. (2020). The quality of child-directed speech depends on the 

speaker’s language proficiency. Journal of Child Language, 47(1), 132–145. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S030500091900028X 

Hogue, A. (2008). First Steps in Academic Writing (Second Edi). Pearson Longman. 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/0132414880/ref=wl_it_dp_o_pC_S_ttl?_encoding=UTF8&col

id=34VCEHGG5K3UL&coliid=I184XMTXD9WLQU 

Istiqomah. (2021). An Analysis of Students’ Ability in Identifying Compound Complex Sentence at the Fourth 

Semester of English Education Study Program at State Islamic University Raden Intan of Lampung in 

Academic Year of 2019/2020. 

Kosar, Gulten., & Bedir, H. (2014). Strategies-Based Instructions: A Means of Improving Adult 

EFL Learner’ peaking Skills. International Journal of Language Academic, 2(3), 12–26. 

Langan, J. (2010). Exploring writing sentences and paragraph. In New York: Mc Graw Hill. 

Lightbown, P. (2008). Chapter 25 Easy As Pie? Children Learning Languages. Concordia Working 

Papers in Applied Linguistics, 1, 1–25. 

Mauko, I. (2014). The native speaker of English – A clash of conceptualisations. 014157266. 

Monica Roliani, C., Asi, N., & Arina Luardini, M. (2019). Discourse Analysis of Teacher’S Spoken 

Language in English Class of Smpn 16 Palangka Raya. Maria Arina Luardini Journal Compound, 

7(2), 12–23. 

Murphy, R. (2019). English {Vocabulary} in {Use}: {Pre}-{Intermediate} and {Intermediate} with 

{Answers} (fifth). Cambridge University Press. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wocn.2017.04.003
https://doi.org/10.1111/lang.12332
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330839110_The_Impacts_of_Employing_Native_Speakers_for_Teaching_English_as_a_Second_Language
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330839110_The_Impacts_of_Employing_Native_Speakers_for_Teaching_English_as_a_Second_Language
https://doi.org/10.22460/project.v2i2.p187-193
https://ppjp.ulm.ac.id/journals/index.php/iis%201
https://doi.org/10.1017/S030500091900028X
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0132414880/ref=wl_it_dp_o_pC_S_ttl?_encoding=UTF8&colid=34VCEHGG5K3UL&coliid=I184XMTXD9WLQU
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0132414880/ref=wl_it_dp_o_pC_S_ttl?_encoding=UTF8&colid=34VCEHGG5K3UL&coliid=I184XMTXD9WLQU


Native Speaker Interaction with Young Learners in English Class - Hybrid Learning Models 

| Hariyanti Lestari, Didin Nuruddin Hidayat, Nida Husna, Alek, Anita 

52 

 

Mustafa, F. (2021). the Use of Past Tense Verbs and Adverbs in Students’ Recount Texts. 

INFERENCE: Journal of English Language Teaching, 4(1), 68. 

https://doi.org/10.30998/inference.v4i1.6002 

Nunan, D. (1989). Designing tasks for the communicative classroom. Cambridge University Press. 

Nurdiana. (2015). Discourse Analysis and English Language Teaching. Journal of English Language and 

Culture, 5(1), 148–154. 

Oktaviani, I. N., & Fajria, A. (2019). T E S O L I n t e r n a t i o n a l J o u r n a l | 171 Modal Verbs in 

a Curriculum-Based EFL Textbook of Senior High School in Indonesia: A Corpus-Based Study. 16(5), 

171–204. 

Oshima, A., & Hogue, A. (2009). Writing Academic English (Fourth). Pearson Longman. 

Radford, A. (1988). Transformational Grammar A First Course Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics. 

Richards, J. C. (2001). Curriculum Development In Language Teaching. In Cambridge University Press 

(Vol. 25, Issues 2–3, pp. 263–277). https://doi.org/10.1080/0261976022000044872 

Sidik, A. S. (2013). Improving Students ’ Speaking Ability through Practice Rehearsal Pair of the 

Tenth Grade of Man Malang 1. Language Education in Asia, 2(4), 682–688. 

Sogunro, O. (2001). Mixed__Qual_and_Qant_compared.pdf. In Educational Research Quarterly: Vol. 

26.1 (pp. 3–10). 

Stoehr, A., Benders, T., van Hell, J. G., & Fikkert, P. (2019). Bilingual Preschoolers’ Speech is 

Associated with Non-Native Maternal Language Input. Language Learning and Development, 15(1), 

75–100. https://doi.org/10.1080/15475441.2018.1533473 

Syafrizal, S., & Rohmawati, C. (2017). Teacher’s Speaking Strategies at Vocational High School. 

Journal of English Language Studies, 2(1), 66–83. https://doi.org/10.30870/jels.v2i1.1594 

Thornton, R. (2022). Children ’ s Acquisition of Syntactic Knowledge. December 2016, 1–19. 

Troudi, S., & Nunan, D. (1995). Research Methods in Language Learning. TESOL Quarterly, 29(3), 

601. https://doi.org/10.2307/3588081 

Waddington, J. (2021). Rethinking the ‘ideal native speaker’ teacher in early childhood education. 

Language, Culture and Curriculum, 0(0), 1–17. https://doi.org/10.1080/07908318.2021.1898630  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://doi.org/10.30998/inference.v4i1.6002
https://doi.org/10.1080/0261976022000044872
https://doi.org/10.1080/15475441.2018.1533473
https://doi.org/10.30870/jels.v2i1.1594
https://doi.org/10.2307/3588081

